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The /th Hussars were in the very front rank as a polo
regiment, but Haig was included in the team from his very first
year, and he was one of the brilliant side that swept the board
of Indian tournaments in 1889 and 1890. It was all in keeping
with his character that he was as keen a sportsman as he was a
zealous and efficient regimental officer.
After three years' service Haig became adjutant of his
regiment, and in 1891 was appointed captain. He was not
satisfied with merely performing his regimental duties in the
most proficient manner; he spent his long leaves in studying
military conditions in France and Germany. He spoke French
most fluently and was making himself equally expert in German.
He recorded his impressions of Germany in a letter to Sir
Evelyn Wood, who was then one of our most experienced
campaigners. Sir Evelyn was greatly struck by the prophetic
. knowledge displayed by Captain Haig, and was convinced that a
young soldier, blessed with such foresight and professional
acumen, would rise to the highest rank. Although Sir Evelyn
Wood was then 76, he lived to see his belief in Haig verified to
the very fullest extent.
Two years later Captain Haig was selected to be A.D.C. to
the Inspector-General of Cavalry, which entailed his return
from India to England. He held the office for a year, during
which he studied hard to qualify for entrance into the Staff
College. He passed the examination for admission with
distinction, only to find himself rejected in the medical examina-
tion on account of colour blindness. It was a terribly discon-
certing blow. For the moment the portals to his ambition
were closed ; but after consultations with oculists and special-
ists, he was granted an interview with the Duke of Cambridge,
who had sufficient prescience to make an exception and give
him a nomination. The Duke, who was then 75 and
had been Commander-in-Chief of the British Army for
nearly forty years, may have been blessed with prophetic vision